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Rhode Island 
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Are the State and its Universities  
on the Same Team? 

Ready?  
  – Consensus:  “We aren’t sure.” 

Willing?  
  – “Probably, but it depends.” 

Able?  
  – In fact, normally . . . YES, a lot! 
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Thou Shalt Collaborate 
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RI Environmental Monitoring Collaborative 
(RIEMC) 
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Leadership Partners 
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Government - 
Dept. of Environmental Management 

State of Rhode Island 

University - 
Coastal Institute 

University of Rhode Island 



Bay Campus and the Capitol 
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Differences in Predisposition 

       

• Accountability: professional 
standards; peers, students, 
central administration 

• Model end:  path-breaking, 
refereed publication 

• Model mode: skeptical, 
deliberate, uncompromising 

• Better novel than prudent 

Government 

• Accountability: pubic laws 
and regulations; supervisors, 
officeholders, the electorate 

• Model end:  popular, 
effective policy 

• Model mode: calm, 
pragmatic, compromising 

• Better prudent than novel 
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      University 



Suspicion 
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 And if it’s that way normally . . . 
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RI Test: North Cape Oil Spill (1996) 
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Recognition:  We Can Do Better 
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University 

• Get better science on the public’s side. 

• More quickly and effectively deploy, especially to 
gather ephemeral evidence of environmental 
injury for NRDA. 

• Better handle chain-of-custody requirements. 

• Assemble and release more consistent and 
reliable news about the spill and response efforts. 

 

Government 



Whence the Political Will (2003) 
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SSEER On-Line 
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http://www.ci.uri.edu/Projects/SSEER/  

http://www.ci.uri.edu/Projects/SSEER/
http://www.ci.uri.edu/Projects/SSEER/
http://www.ci.uri.edu/Projects/SSEER/


SSEER Work Order – Page 1 
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SSEER Work Order – Page 2 
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SEER Work Order – Rates 
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SSEER Conditions 
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SEER Roster and Procedures 

19 



Accomplishments 
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 MOU (recently renewed) making SSEER a ready asset, at 
least for authorization and accounting purposes  

 Roster of over 60 scientists from 3 universities 

 Standard procedures for NRDA following an oil spill 

 Annual exercises plus 4 pilot projects 

 Expansion of mission from strictly on-the-Bay to 
watershed as a whole (BART to SSEER) 

 Confirmation that so many are ready, willing, and able. 



Elements for Improving  
Scientific Support of Response to 

Environmental Emergencies 
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1. Support of universities and state government, 
especially in middle management 

2. MOU with procedures for rapid authorization, 
funding, and deployment of scientific support 

3. Roster of scientists who are ready to serve 

4. Regular exercises to maintain, update, and improve 
capacity 


