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This extraordinary tower, the first of its kind in Iowa and only the twelfth in the nation, is named in honor of Catherine Hope.  None of us here today ever knew Mrs. Hope, who died in 1951, but we can be confident that she probably never envisioned the structure that stands before us.  What she did envision and strongly support was the YMCA’s mission of service to youth.  It was her extraordinary gift to the YMCA, the long story of that gift, and the shared commitment of so many people associated with Camp Wapsie and the YMCA to her vision that has built the tower you see here today.

We do not know exactly how Catherine Hope became interested in the Y – perhaps it was through family members.  Mrs. Hope lived in Iowa City in the early part of the last century, at a time when Iowa City residents were struggling to build a Y there.  When she died in Iowa City over fifty years ago, Mrs. Hope included a provision in her will granting a portion of her estate to the Iowa City YMCA for the welfare of youth in Iowa City and Johnson County.  That amounted to about $50,000 – that was no small amount in 1950s Iowa.
But for many reasons that some of you understand better than I, the YMCA in Iowa City never thrived.  At the same time, however, youth from Iowa City and Johnson County came to Camp Wapsie, itself founded in 1918, in greater and greater numbers as campers and as staff.  For many decades the Catherine Hope bequest was carefully tended by First National Bank in Iowa City, and later by the national headquarters of the YMCA in Chicago.  It sat quietly, invested, growing from $50,000 in the early 1950s to about half a million dollars five decades later.

In the late 1990s, when Carl Lipke became Wapsie’s director, he inherited an old file of yellowed documents on the Catherine Hope bequest.  I remember very clearly the day he and I sat in the director’s office down the hill, when he showed me the documents and we wondered together whether anything could be done to effectuate Mrs. Hope’s wishes and her bequest through Camp Wapsie and the YMCA.  
We quickly decided that, because of the extraordinary service that YMCA Camp Wapsie provides to Johnson County as well as to Linn County and other counties in the area, the camp would be in an excellent position to fulfill her wishes.  After several years of discussions with Iowa officials and superb work by the Y in Cedar Rapids and Chicago, the Y’s lawyers, Carl Lipke, Bob Carlson, the Iowa Attorney General’s office and many others, a Johnson County court agreed that YMCA Camp Wapsie could best serve Mrs. Hope’s wishes, now five decades old.

The Hope bequest – by now worth $488,000 – was transferred to the Cedar Rapids Y in 2003.  We proposed and the court agreed that the Hope funds would be used for two purposes – scholarships for less fortunate youth from Johnson County who want to attend Camp Wapsie, and new facilities and leadership development programs at Camp that serve all those who come here, regardless of their place of residence.  The scholarship part of the Hope bequest has already begun its work – Paul Denowski tells me that about $9,000 in Hope scholarship funds are now available each year to campers who could not otherwise afford to come to Wapsie.  And this tower, the Hope Tango Tower, is the first major result of the part of the Hope bequest that provides for new facilities and leadership development programs at Wapsie.  
Catherine Hope herself now rests nearby, in a peaceful graveyard in the little town of Morse, Iowa, just off Highway 1 on the route from Iowa City to Camp Wapsie.  Five decades after her decision to leave a legacy for the YMCA to serve youth in Johnson County, our colleagues at the Y --  particularly Paul Denowski and his colleagues at Wapsie, who spearheaded this project and saw it through to conclusion -- have so aptly honored her commitment with the building of this extraordinary structure that will serve and build youth for decades to come.  
Catherine Hope certainly could not have imagined the physical form her bequest would take, and I am sure that she would be amazed by what stands before us.  But she was deeply committed to the Y, and to the Y’s mission of service to youth.  I think she would be very pleased today to see the first major, tangible result of her extraordinary gift to the welfare of youth in our communities.
Thank you very much.

