Law and Development

Professor Sidel

Spring 2004

Suggested format for program (research) memos

Each seminar participant will prepare a twenty page paper outlining a law and development strategy for a country of their choice.  Two students may work together to produce a longer paper (i.e. two participants working together, producing a forty page paper).  

In writing the paper, participants will serve as a program officer for the Rule of Law Fund, a new private foundation established to conduct law and legal reform programming in the developing world.  Each participant should assume that he or she has a budget of $25 million for effective, strategic, innovative work on law and legal reform in the country chosen over the next five years.

The papers are due on May 15.  Additional writing credit is available for papers over twenty pages in accordance with the law school’s rules; please let me know by spring break if you plan to write a paper for additional writing credits.

The papers should cover the following issues and I would suggest the following outline (page numbers refer to 20 page papers and can be revised for longer papers):

1.
The structure and current situation of law and legal reform in the country chosen

(2-3 pp.)


What does the legal system look like and how is it structured?  Who holds power 
in and over the legal system?  What law reform initiatives have been or are 
underway?

2.
The role of foreign donors to date, focusing on key donors

(3-4 pp.)


What are other foreign donors (of various kinds) doing on law in this country?  
Has that changed over time?  Who is active, and what are they doing?

3.
Key strategic needs in the legal reform process in the country

(3-4 pp.)


Based on what you’ve learned (including the work of other donors), what are the 
key strategic needs for legal reform in the country?  Lawmaking?  Judicial 
development?  Enforcement?  Education and research?  Economic law?  Rights?  
Role of the executive?  These are just examples – there are many other areas that 
might be mentioned.

4.
Options for the Rule of Law Foundation in the country

(3-4 pp.)


Looking at (1) above – what the country itself is doing toward needed legal 
reforms, and (2) above – what other foreign donors are doing on the legal reform 
front, and (3) above – what are the key strategic needs in legal reform:  What are 
the options for our Foundation in this country?

· Specific areas of importance that need work

· In which something can be accomplished with the funds available,

· And in
which we can make a difference, either along with other funders or on our own?

5.
The Rule of Law Foundation program in the country, including partner 
institutions, program elements, rationale, expected outputs, and constraints

(6-8 pp.)


What do we do with $25 million over five years?  Specifically,

· What do we work on, and how, and why?

· Who do we work with, within the country and/or outside?

· How do we do the work?

· What are the constraints on and problems for our work in these areas?

· What are the outcomes we can reasonably expect from this investment?
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