Contracts I
Section 4

Mark Sidel

Fall Semester 2000

Course information, coverage, assignments, office hours and other information

Instructor

Mark Sidel

Office:


475 BLB

Office hours:

Thursday and Friday, 3:00-4:00 pm

Telephone:

384-4640

Email:


mark-sidel@uiowa.edu
Meeting time and place

Class meetings:
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, 8:00 to 9:00 am

No class on:
Monday, September 4, Monday-Wednesday, October 16-18, and Wednesday, November 22

Make-up classes are noted on the schedule below.

Course materials

Steven J. Burton, Principles of Contract Law  (West Publishing Co. 1995)

We will cover chapters 1-4 of Principles of Contract Law, in the order indicated below.

Helene S. Shapo, Marilyn R. Walter, Elizabeth Fajans, Writing and Analysis in the Law (4th ed., Foundation Press, 1999)

Class assignments

All assignments indicated below are in the Burton casebook.  If we move ahead or fall behind, or if class changes are required, we will make appropriate modifications to this schedule.

Chapter 1:
Promises, Agreements, and the Requirement of a Writing
August 22, 2000:
v-xviii, 1-11


August 23, 2000:
11-24



August 28, 2000:
24-31



August 29, 2000:
31-40



August 30, 2000:
41-46



September 4, 2000:
No class (Labor Day)

September 5, 2000:
46-54


September 6, 2000:
54-66



September 11, 2000:
66-71



September 12, 2000:
71-82



September 13, 2000:
82-89


September 18, 2000:
89-97


September 19, 2000:
97-102  

September 20, 2000:
102-112  

September 25, 2000:
112-123  

Chapter 2:
Bargained-for Exchange, Reliance, and Unjust Enrichment

September 26, 2000:
124-132

September 27, 2000:
132-139

October 2, 2000:
139-145

October 3, 2000:
145-151

October 4, 2000:
151-164

October 5, 2000:
164-172  [Note makeup class date]

October 9, 2000:
172-185

October 10, 2000:
185-191

October 11, 2000:
191-202

Chapter 3:
Freedom of Contract, Mistakes, Unequal Bargaining Power, Meaningful Choice and One-sided Terms

October 23, 2000:
203-220

October 24, 2000:
continue 203-220

October 25, 2000:
220-231

October 30, 2000:
231-245

October 31, 2000:
245-255

November 1, 2000:
255-266

November 6, 2000:
266-275

November 7, 2000:
275-278

Chapter 4:
Compensation vs. Punishment, Expectation Damages (Specific Performance, General Damages, Limitations on Damages), Reliance Damages, Restitution

November 8, 2000:
279-286

November 9, 2000:
286-291  [Note make-up class]

November 13, 2000:
291-299

November 14, 2000:
299-306

November 15, 2000:
306-317

November 20, 2000:
318-334

November 21, 2000:
334-342

November 22, 2000:
No class (Thanksgiving holiday)

November 27, 2000:
342-353

November 28, 2000:
353-364 

November 29, 2000:
364-371

November 30, 2000:
Make-up class to complete material or for review  

Overview of the four assignments and deadlines

Four written assignments are required in the small section program. For several of these assignments, first drafts must be given to the Writing Center and an appointment scheduled with the Writing Center.  After that appointment and review of the first draft, you will redraft the assignment and turn it into me by the due date.

Detailed instructions will be given to you when each of the assignments in distributed.  The following should give you a general idea of what to expect.

1. The first assignment is a legal methods exercise consisting of a case brief, the formulation of several case holdings, and a synthesis of a series of cases.

The case brief assignment will be handed out on Wednesday, August 23 and will be due to Amanda Bibb in room 486 on Monday, August 28 by 12:00 noon.

The case holdings and synthesis assignment will be handed out on Wednesday, August 30 and the draft will be due to the Writing Center on Tuesday, September 5 at 12:00 noon.  Appointments will be scheduled at the Writing Center between September 5 and 8.  The final draft of the case holdings and synthesis assignment will be due to Amanda Bibb in room 486 by 12:00 noon on Thursday, September 14.

2. The second assignment involves drafting a memorandum on a factual problem requiring close analysis of cases (3-5 pages).  The cases and other materials to be used in writing the memo will be provided; no library research is contemplated.  Citation of materials other than those provided is not allowed.

This memo assignment will be handed out on Wednesday, September 13 and the draft will be due to the Writing Center on Wednesday, September 20 by 12:00 noon.  Appointments will be scheduled at the Writing Center between September 20 and 27.  The final draft of this memo will be due to Amanda Bibb in room 486 by 12:00 noon on Thursday, October 5.

3. The third assignment consists of drafting a memorandum on a factual problem requiring close analysis of a document or statute (3-5 pages).  The materials to be used in writing the memo will be provided; no library research is contemplated.  Citation of materials other than those provided is not allowed.

This memo assignment will be handed out on Wednesday, October 11 and the draft will be due to the Writing Center on Wednesday, October 18 by 12:00 noon.  Appointments will be scheduled at the Writing Center between October 18 and 25.  The final draft of this memo will be due to Amanda Bibb in room 486 by 12:00 noon on Thursday, November 2.

4. The fourth assignment is a practice exam, intended to help you prepare for the final exam.  Arrangements for this will be announced later.

Conferences

There will be a conference of twenty minutes with each student to discuss one of the writing assignments.

Consultation with Writing Center

Submission of first drafts and consultation with the Writing Center is required for the case holdings and synthesis assignment and for each of the two written memoranda.  After the consultation with the Writing Center, each of you will prepare the final drafts of these documents.  You should feel free to use (or not use) the suggestions of the Writing Center as you see fit in completing your final drafts.

You are welcome to consult the Writing Center at any time during the semester.

Final examination

Instructions and information on the use of materials will be distributed toward the end of the course.

Grading

You will receive a total of four academic credits for your work in this course.  The final examination will account for 75% of your final grade.  The grading of the writing assignments will be weighted as follows:

First assignment (legal methods exercise):

Pass/fail

Second assignment (memorandum):


12.5%

Third assignment (memorandum):


12.5% 

Fourth assignment (practice exam):


Pass/fail

The second and third writing assignments will be graded anonymously on a range of 10 (high) to 1 (low); the grades earned will be used in calculating the course grade.   If our grade on the third assignment is higher than the average of your grades on the second and third assignments, then your grade on the second assignment will be disregarded and your grade on the third assignment will account for 25% of your final grade.  The grades on your written work will take account of spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Although no numerical grade will be given for the first and fourth assignments, their successful completion is a faculty-mandated requirement for course credit.

A student’s grade may be affected by his or her class participation and attendance, as indicated below.

All writing assignments, including those graded on a pass/fail basis, will be evaluated anonymously.  When you submit your papers to my assistant, Ms. Amanda Bibb, in room 4xx, you will be assigned a number which I will use to identify your paper.

Attendance, class participation, and other matters

Students are expected to attend class regularly, and substantial absences may entail grade reductions.   Please also make an effort to arrive in class punctually to avoid disrupting other students.  We will begin class promptly at 8:00 am. 

Students are expected to be well prepared in class, and the reading and writing assignments have been drafted so that students can be well prepared.  Students who decline to participate on grounds of lack of preparation, or whose participation reflects an obvious lack of preparation may, in my discretion, suffer a grade penalty.  In some cases I may increase a student’s grade on account of the outstanding quality (not merely quantity) of class participation.

Any video or audio taping is to be done only by the College of law audio-video services.  A permission slip with my signature must be presented.  I will normally permit taping for reasons such as disabilities that prevent note-taking, personal or serious family illness; the death of a family member; out-of-town travel on law school clinic or other official business; make-up class conflicts; and religious holidays.  I usually do not permit taping for absences due to personal vacation, routine business, or other conflicts that can be rescheduled.
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Case briefing assignment

This case briefing assignment is handed out on Wednesday, August 23 and will be due to Amanda Bibb in room 486 on Monday, August 28 by 12:00 noon.  You may put your name on this assignment and it will be returned to you.

Please brief either Oswald v. Allen (Casebook p. 24) or Lonergan v. Scolnick (Casebook p. 28) (your choice).  Please use no more than one typed page for the brief and include sections dealing with the facts, issue(s), holding(s), reasoning and, if applicable, policy.  

Pp. 28-34 of the Shapo, Walter and Fajans volume, Writing and Analysis in the Law provides a useful approach to case briefing.  

You are not required to consult with the Writing Center on this assignment, but you may do so if you wish (and if Center staff have time).
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