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Rhode Island 
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Are the State and its Universities  
on the Same Team? 

üReady?  
  ς /ƻƴǎŜƴǎǳǎΥ  ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜΦέ 

üWilling?  
  ς άtǊƻōŀōƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎΦέ 

üAble?  
  ς In fact, normally . . . YES, a lot! 
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Thou Shalt Collaborate 
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RI Environmental Monitoring Collaborative 
(RIEMC) 
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Leadership Partners 
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Government - 
Dept. of Environmental Management 

State of Rhode Island 

University - 
Coastal Institute 

University of Rhode Island 



Bay Campus and the Capitol 

7 



Differences in Predisposition 

       

ÅAccountability: professional 
standards; peers, students, 
central administration 

ÅModel end:  path-breaking, 
refereed publication 

ÅModel mode: skeptical, 
deliberate, uncompromising 

ÅBetter novel than prudent 

Government 

ÅAccountability: pubic laws 
and regulations; supervisors, 
officeholders, the electorate 

ÅModel end:  popular, 
effective policy 

ÅModel mode: calm, 
pragmatic, compromising 

ÅBetter prudent than novel 
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      University 



Suspicion 
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 !ƴŘ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ Φ Φ Φ 
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RI Test: North Cape Oil Spill (1996) 
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Recognition:  We Can Do Better 
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University 

ÅDŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΩǎ ǎƛŘŜΦ 

ÅMore quickly and effectively deploy, especially to 
gather ephemeral evidence of environmental 
injury for NRDA. 

ÅBetter handle chain-of-custody requirements. 

ÅAssemble and release more consistent and 
reliable news about the spill and response efforts. 

 

Government 



Whence the Political Will (2003) 
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